
SEPTEMBER – OCTOBER CALENDAR

September 9 “Striving for Excellence”Worship &
Liturgy LeadersTraining
9:00 am-12 noon

September 10 Park Avenue Fall Ministry Fair
9:30 am-12 noon

September 10 Sunday School Launch for K-12

September 10 Alpha Program Begins for Fall
Introduction to Christian Faith
5:00-7:45pm

September 13 HarambeeWednesdays Begin
Dinner - 5:45pm
Small Groups - Children &Youth, 6:30 pm
Small Groups - Adults, 7pm

September16 Administrative Board
Fall Leadership Retreat
9:00 am - 4:00 pm

October 8 Mission Sunday

October 28 VIP Harvest Celebration Party
7:00 - 9:00 pm
Contact Terry Shoberg at 612.825.4688

October 31 Pumpkin Ball for Families–6:30-8:00 pm

October 31 CornerstoneThanksgiving basket
sign-up–1:00 - 4:00 pm

NEW SEASON FOR
HARAMBEE WEDNESDAYS

H
arambee Wednesdays kicks off on September 13
for the 2006-07 program year. Harambee
Wednesdays bring the PAUMC community together

to share dinner, worship, learn, pray, serve, give, teach
and build relationships. It is a time to get connected, get
to know one another, and learn and grow together.

Harambee Wednesday is for the entire family. Small
group activities are available for adults, youth and children.
Childcare is also available.

The evening schedule is as follows:
5:45-6:40 pm Dinner together
6:45-7:00 pm Worship & prayer together
7:00-8:15 pm Small group discussions
The small group offerings include (but are not limited

to): Women’s Bible Study, Men’s Bible Study, Wednesday
Night Youth Group, 4Kidz Gathering for K-6th grade, and
Discipleship Training for Spanish Speakers.

Please come out and participate. You are sure to have
a great time learning and growing stronger in your faith
and in community.

MINISTRY FAIR IS COMING!
Fall is just around the corner and that means it’s time
for the Ministry Fair.The Fair will be held on Sunday,
September 10 on the blacktop. Join us for fun and fellow-
ship. Come and experience great music and meet the
people leading our outstanding ministries and find out
where and how your gifts can be used in our church and
community.
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Dear Pastor Oglesby:

Forgive us that our reception of you at Park Avenue begins with questions. We probably
much like you desire to see the church of our Lord Jesus Christ to be pure, holy, and
blameless. As you know well, a pastor’s role is certainly critical in teaching the word of truth
to a body of believers. For that reason, a growing number of Park members have expressed
personal, unresolved concerns about how you may interpret God’s word. These concerns
have arisen from our understanding about the perspective of Hennepin Avenue United
Methodist Church, from some of your messages and sermons made available through
Hennepin Avenue’s web site, and as the result of an appointment process that has left
individuals expressing unease about the lack of any detailed communication by our own
Staff Parish Relations Committee.

In fairness to you, and out of what some have described as an urgent need for clarity
regarding what they see as fundamental matters, we are therefore offering the following
questions to you. They have been drafted after careful thought and a good deal of discus-
sion so that they may inform individuals with responses to specific questions, and may
provide you ease in responding. While we would welcome a meeting, which is much more
personal, we do ask that you provide your written responses to these questions at your
earliest convenience to help us find the clarity we seek.

Thank you in advance for your help and understanding, as many will be looking as
soon as possible for needed assurance that the ties that bind us are indeed more substantial
than those that do not. Please feel free to call any of us if you have any questions.

Dear Friends:

I greet you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ! Thank you for all of the well wishes and the

wonderful reception that I have received since I began
to serve as Senior Pastor of Park Avenue. I also appre-
ciated the warm and sincere expressions that were
shared with my wife Greta, my children, Meghann
and Chase and of course my mother Sylvia when they
visited last month as well. I look forward to working
in partnership with you as we seek God’s will for our

lives together as members of the body of Christ.
During my first week, I received a letter and a

package of questions from concerned members of
Park Avenue UMC who questioned my ability to
“interpret scripture.” In a meeting held last month,
I provided a response to the inquiry and also agreed
to share my response with you, the members of Park
Avenue UMC. I have included a copy of the letter, the
questions and my responses for your perusal.

A RESPONSE FROM PASTOR OGLESBY

Question # 1

Which one of the following best
describes your belief about the
application of the written Bible to
professing believers:

m The Bible’s general principles and
specific behavioral declarations
should direct our conduct.

m The Bible’s general principles
should direct our conduct, but we
shouldn’t be as concerned about
the Bible’s more specific behavioral
declarations since we live in differ-
ent times and have different life
experiences than those who lived
in the period in which the Bible
was recorded.

m Neither the Bible’s general princi
ples nor its specific behavioral
declarations should direct our
conduct, but we should rather be
led by the Spirit.

Question # 1.5

How strongly and frequently would
you want your preaching to emphasize
the application of Biblical principles

and declarations regarding personal
conduct as indicated in your answer
to Question Number 3?

m very

m moderately

m somewhat

m not at all

Brief explanatory statement
(only if needed to clarify the answer):

Question # 2

Which one of the following state-
ments best describes your personal
conviction about the written Bible:

m The Bible is the exclusive, inerrant,
recorded revelation of God’s word.

m While the Bible is the inerrant
recorded revelation of God’s word,
other sacred writings from other
religious traditions also represent
partial or complete revelations of
God’s truth.

m Although it contains some truths,
the Bible should not be read as
the inerrant recorded revelation
of God’s word.

continued on next page
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m Taken literally, parts of the Bible 
would simply be wrong.

m The Bible may be God’s word in 
part, but it should not be considered
as the inerrant, recorded revelation
of God’s word.

m The Bible is almost certainly not 
the inspired word of God.

Brief explanatory statement 
(only if needed to clarify the answer).

Question # 3

Delegates to the annual state con-
vention of the United Methodist
Church this spring voted narrowly to
approve resolutions favoring 
ordination of homosexual clergy,
favoring the performance of same-
sex marriages, and disfavoring the
language in the Book of Discipline
that declares homosexuality to be
inconsistent with Christian teaching.
What was your actual vote on these
matters at the convention? (Or if you
did not vote, which behavioral
would best represent your own views?)

PLEASE CHECK ALL THAT APPLY

m Your vote was (or would be) 
against the ordination of homo-
sexual clergy.

m Your vote was (or would be) 
against the performance of same-
sex marriages.

m Your vote was (or would be) 
against changing or removing the
language in the Book of Discipline
that declares homosexuality to be
inconsistent with Christian teaching.

Brief explanatory statement 
(only if needed to clarify the answer). 

Question # 4

The Bible discusses certain sexual
choices and behaviors:

OFornication (sexual relations
before marriage) 

OAdultery (sexual relations outside
of an existing marriage) 

OIncest (sexual relations with a
close family member) 

OHomosexuality (sexual relations
with person of the same gender) 

OBestiality (sexual relations with an
animal) 

Indicate unambiguously your con-
viction as a Christian and pastor the
correlation between church mem-
bership and a person’s involvement
in one or more of these five choices
or behaviors by checking only one of
the following declarations that most
accurately states your present per-
spective. If necessary for clarity,
please add a brief explanatory state-
ment in the space provided.

m I would deny membership without
qualification.

m I would permit membership only 
if the applicant first repents of 
(meaning, to turn away from and 
to sincerely intend to permanently
forsake) the sexual choice or 
behavior.

m I would permit membership if the
applicant at least indicates a general
willingness to work toward leaving
the sexual choice or behavior.

m I would permit membership without
requiring that the applicant repent
of the sexual choice or behavior.

Brief explanatory statement 
(only if needed to clarify the answer).

Question # 4.5

How would you expect your preach-
ing will emphasize that Christians
must abstain from the sexual choices
listed in this question?

m I would preach that all of these 
behaviors are wrong (explain).

m I would preach that some of these
behaviors are wrong, but not all 
(explain). 

m I would not preach that any of 
these behaviors is wrong (explain). 

Question # 5

In which one direction would you
most like to see Park Avenue go?

m Reconciling movement

m Confessing movement

m Neither (explain)

Please add a brief declaration
explaining what you understand
these two movements to stand for
so that we might best understand
your answer, and provide any addi-
tional explanatory statement if one
is necessary to clarify the answer. 

Question # 6

Is Jesus Christ the only way to
Heaven? Yes or No

Question # 6.5

Do other religions such as Hinduism
or Islam offer an alternative route to
heaven or salvation? Yes or No

Brief explanatory statement 
(only if needed to clarify the answer).

The purpose of this meeting tonight is to address the concerns
of persons who have concerns with my interpretation of
scripture. My plan tonight is to share my perspectives as
you have requested, however, I feel that I should share how
I understand my call and role as Pastor.

My call is one of a preacher, exhorter (if you will) to spread
the message of God in Christ Jesus. I am a Pastor as a result
of my calling as a preacher and as a Pastor of this congre-
gation. I am responsible for the souls of those whom God
has given me as an under-shepherd and I do not take that
responsibility lightly. Ezekiel 3:17-19 reminds us pastors of
the awesome responsibilities that we have and that my
own soul’s salvation is tied up with those of whom I have
been given to lead.

I am and have been a watchman. I study God’s Word to show
myself approved and I pray for God’s Holy Spirit to give me
wisdom, direction and power so that I may live up to the
mandates of my call as a Preacher, Pastor and Teacher. I am
aware that there are other persons who share the same
concern as those of you who received invitations, until
recently; they had not come forward in an honest and
straight forward manner.  

Let me help you with a couple of issues. I believe that the
bible is God’s inerrant and revealed Word. It provides
instructions and insights on who God is, why God has 
chosen us and how we are to live in divine relationship
with God, Jesus Christ His Son and our Lord and the Holy
Spirit. I also believe that God’s perfect Word was imparted
through imperfect beings whose cultural perspectives are
also found in God’s Word. That’s why a thorough analysis
and exegesis is necessary to get to the truth. I also believe
that there are specific behavioral patterns as well as moral
and ethical requirements that we are to abide within
according to God’s Word. Sin is a reality in our lives because
of our broken and fallen nature, but through Christ we are
able to overcome our propensity to sin and live lives that
are full and reflective of whom God through Christ has
called us to be. This does not mean that we are perfect, but
that we are in the words of John Wesley, “we are striving”
for perfection. As you have heard during the past few weeks,
my preaching and teaching emphasizes the application of
Scripture regarding our personal conduct as professing
Christians in the world.  

You have asked me to share my actual vote during the
Annual Conference held in June. While I was offended 
by this question because each of us votes our conscious, 
I voted to support the book of discipline as it currently
stands. I also want you to know that the vote was very close

and if there are members of Park Avenue UMC participating
in the discussion and the actual voting, perhaps we wouldn’t
be concerned with how I voted during that time.  

As a United Methodist Pastor I stand on two books, the
bible and the book of Discipline of the United Methodist
Church. The Discipline is the “book of law of the United
Methodist Church. It is a product of two hundred years of
General Conferences of the denominations who now form
the United Methodist Church”. It is the instrument of setting
forth the laws, plan, polity and processes by which United
Methodists govern themselves. We are both clear of what
the bible says about sexual sins, particularly the passage
that Jeremy quoted in his over-zealous assumption that I
support homosexual behavior and practice. This was a
gross misinterpretation. I served as Minister to the City and
as the Senior Associate of Hennepin Avenue UMC for six
years, during which time; I served both heterosexuals and
homosexuals who were members of that congregation. In
that context God showed me that I had the ability to reach
beyond my personal biases and limitations to minister to
and with all of his creation, which are precious. God also
showed me that I could share the Word of God, the love of
Christ and embody the Spirit of God as I preached, taught
and served that diverse community. While my personal
conviction concerning homosexuality is consistent the
Bible and the UMC book of Discipline, I have not learned to
improve upon Jesus’Words, in Revelations 22:17 “whosoever
will let him/her come.” As a watchman, I believe that God’s
Word concerning our sexuality is true and complete.
Homosexuality, bestiality, incest, adultery, fornication 
outside of marriage are inconsistent with what I believe
God has established for our pleasure and pro-creation.
Genesis 2: 22-24 serves as a model for my understanding.
But I remind each of you that scripture also says that “all
have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God (Romans
3:23). Moreover, Jesus said, to the accusers of the woman
caught in adultery, “If any one of you is without sin, let him
be the first to throw a stone at her,” then he wrote on the
ground (John 8:7) Sin is sin. There are no little sins and
there no big sins.  Every sin is an abomination in eyes of
God. You have chosen to focus on sexual sins and I submit
to you if we are going to have the discussion, let us look at
sin in its totality.  

Further you have coupled this issue with that of membership
and have asked me to unambiguously share my conviction
as a Christian and pastor in correlation between church
membership and persons involvement in the identified
sexual behaviors. To answer the question, I would permit
membership based on a person’s baptismal covenant, 

profession of faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior and
their commitment to live out that faith in the local and
global community. This is biblical and consistent with ¶ 215
of the book of Discipline. 1Corinthians 12:13 states, “for
we are all baptized by one Spirit into one Body, whether
Jews or Greek, slaves or free- and we were all given the one
Spirit to drink. Further, ¶216 states that “the professing
member requires the answer of faith of the baptized person
that is made visible in the service of profession of Christian
faith and confirmation using the vows of the baptismal
covenant.” Our baptismal and membership vows consist of
the following questions as found on page 40 in the UMC
Hymnal:

“Do you renounce the spiritual forces of wickedness, reject
the evil powers of this world and repent of your sin?”

“Do you accept the freedom and power God gives you to
resist evil, injustice and oppression in what ever forms they
present themselves?”

“Do you confess Jesus Christ as Savior, put your whole trust
in his grace, and promise to serve him as your Lord, in union
with the church which Christ has opened to people of all
ages, nations and races?”

Membership vows as found on page 38 in the UMC Hymnal
are:

Will you be loyal to the United Methodist church and do all
in your power to strengthen its ministries?

Will you faithfully participate in its ministries, by your
prayers, your presence, your gifts and your service?

As you can see that the membership and baptismal vows
do not include specific questions regarding the kind of sins
that one has propensity to indulge. As far as I know, our
membership classes focus specifically on the doctrines, 
traditions and expectations of members within the United
Methodist Church. I conclude this section by stating that
my preaching will focus on abstaining from any behavior,
thought or action that is inconsistent with the teachings of
the Bible and the UMC book of Discipline.  

You have asked which one direction would I most like Park
Avenue to follow and you have identified two different
movements within the church (reconciling and confessing)
and a third choice of neither.  Both the Reconciling and
Confessing movements polarize and separate the members
of the body of Christ. During the past two General
Conference’s, I have experienced the protests and demon-
strations for and against legislation regarding homosexu-
ality. The call to Christian Unity was disregarded and 
members on both sides were belligerent and intolerant
of opposing view points. As a Church, we are reminded in
Ephesians 4:3-4 which says “Make every effort to keep the
unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. There is one
body and one spirit-just as you were called to one hope
when you were called-one Lord, one faith, one baptism;
one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all
and in all.” Therefore, I chose neither. The church of Jesus
Christ has yet to grow up and live into the fullness of the
knowledge of Christ Jesus.  

Your final two questions ask me to share if Jesus Christ is
the only way to heaven and do other religions offer an
alternative route to heaven or salvation. Yes, Jesus Christ is
the only way to heaven (John 3:16) and no other religions
do not offer an alternative route to salvation or heaven.

In conclusion, as your Pastor, my task is to lead the church
in her ability to “prepare God’s people for works of service,
so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach
unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God
and become mature attaining to the whole measure of the
fullness of Christ (Eph. 4:11-13)” As an ordained elder, in
full connection and good standing, my responsibilities and
duties are derived from the Apostolic tradition of ordination
to include the following: To preach the Word, to Administer
the sacraments, to Order the administrative functions of
the church and to serve the needs of God’s people in the
church and in the world. It is with this understanding that
I approach serving this congregation as its spiritual leader
in partnership with each and every member of Park Avenue
United Methodist Church.  

I hope that my responses have addressed your concerns and
that we can begin to move together to be the church of
Jesus Christ here at Park Avenue UMC. I have been asked by
many people, “what is my vision for Park Avenue?” I have
not been given a vision for Park Avenue UMC as of this writ-
ing, but, God has given me a vision for the church which is
found in Acts 2:42-47 This vision continues to direct and
inform my passion for Christ and the ministry. I believe that if
the church rediscovers and achieves the passion of the first
believers, the church would be more effective as an agent of
God’s possibility and transformation in the world.

In Christian Service,
Rev. Dennis M. Oglesby Jr.
Senior Pastor

THE RESPONSE



WE WERE INVITED
By Katie Matson

This spring Park Avenue was given an invitation to a great banquet,
an invitation to discover our own beloved-ness and an invitation
to help others discover theirs. Summer ministry invited us to give,
to serve, to pray, to participate. Thank you Park Avenue for

responding to that invitation.  
Nearly 200 children and
adults went to Honey Rock
Camp in northern
Wisconsin. I had the chance
to talk with one of the
fourth graders one after-
noon while we walked to
the lake to try kayaking for
the first time. As he talked
about his week at camp his
voice became faster as the
enthusiasm built with
every word.  
“How has your week at
camp been?” I asked.
“It’s been great, I love
singing songs in chapel,
it’s so cool to have the
band. And there are so
many things I’ve never
done before that I got to
do: like horse back riding,
canoeing, archery,
singing in a chapel, 
rock climbing, mountain
biking sleeping in a

cabin and right now I am going to try
kayaking and that’s just one more thing that I’ve never done before!”

“Wow, that sounds awesome,” I responded, then remembering the
Bible study from that morning asked, “Hey, did you know that you’re
God’s beloved?”

“No!” He almost yelled. My heart sunk. We’ve missed the point, he’s
had this good week but he hasn’t learned how wide and long and high
and deep God’s love is.
But then my friend
continued.

“I mean not before
Honey Rock, I do now,
I always knew that
God loved me a little,
but I had NO IDEA he
loved me that much,
it’s so cool!”

There are hun-
dreds of stories like
this one that we
could tell about the
summer. Whether
we were building
MP3 players, riding
our bikes, visiting an
art museum or
swimming under a
water fall, God gave
us many sacred
moments like that
one all summer
long. Thank you for
your generous donations of supplies and finances, thank you for volun-
teering your time, thank you for your prayers, thank you for participating
and for encouraging the young people that you know to participate.  

Please continue to pray for the children and youth that were involved
in summer ministry that
the God who began a good
work in them will contin-
ue that work and will
carry it on to completion. 
If you would like to be a
part of that work and are
interested in volunteer-
ing with the children
and youth touched by
summer ministry
through out the school
year please call us at
612.825.6864 (ext 570
for youth) or (519 for
children).

WORSHIP
AND
LITURGY—
STRIVING
FOR
EXCELLENCE
By Martial
Besombes

On Saturday
September 9,
from 9 am to 12

noon in our Sanctuary, the
Worship Ministry and
Pastor Dennis Oglesby
invite you to participate
in a class focused on
worship and liturgy.

This class is geared
toward unveiling the
“behind the scenes” 
activities and and scriptures
associated with the
mechanics of delivering
the Sunday morning 
worship services.

Whether you have 
participated in our service
as a reader, an usher, serving
communion, leading worship
or would be interested
into getting plugged in
you’re welcome to join us.

AND THE
DENMAN
EVANGELICAL
AWARD
GOES TO . . .
By Wanda Bryant,
Cornerstone
Director

P
ark Avenue recently
received an award
from the 2006 United

Methodist Annual
Conference from the
Foundation For Evangelism,
which is an affiliate of the
General Board of
Discipleship of the United
Methodist Church. The
Denman Evangelism
Award is in recognition 
of exemplary obedience 
to the great commission
of the Lord Jesus Christ
and in appreciation of 
significant leadership 
in helping the United
Methodist Church be
faithful to its historical
evangelism commitment.

This award was pre-
sented to Pastor Yar Gono
in May on behalf of Park
Avenue having received
57 persons into member-
ship by profession of faith. 

We are grateful for this
recognition by the United
Methodist Conference and
we acknowledge the hard
work of the Membership
Committee and staff of
Park for its excellent and
informative membership
training throughout the
year.

Considering member-
ship at Park Avenue?
Please give Pastor Yar a
call (612.825.6864 x 565)
and set up an appoint-
ment to talk with her.
Let’s do it again this year!

The Latino Ministry continues to offer programs and opportunities
to create and strengthen networks within our cross-cultural com-

munity. In August, the Latino Ministry held a Servants Seminar for fami-
lies to engage in fun activities, to learn Christian life skills and most of all
to build community here at Park Avenue United Methodist Church.

Every fourth Sunday of the month after the service we have a
potluck where everyone participates by bringing food to share. Join us
and you will make great friends and hear stories of faith and the work
that God is doing among the Latino Ministry and Park Avenue.

LATINO MINISTRY PROGRAMS

TTooggeetthheerr wwiitthh iitt’’ss nneeiigghhbboorrss,, PPaarrkk
AAvveennuuee CChhuurrcchh lliifftteedd uupp tthhee ggoossppeell
tthhrroouugghh mmuussiicc oonn JJuullyy 77 aanndd 88 dduurriinngg
tthhee 3333rrdd aannnnuuaall SSoouull LLiibb FFeessttiivvaall oonn tthhee
bbllaacckkttoopp.. MMuussiiccaall hhiigghhlliigghhttss iinncclluuddeedd
RRyyaann DDaanniieellss,, ssoonnggssttrreessss TTaannyyaa
HHuugghheess,, aanndd AAffrroo CCuubbaann wwoorrsshhiipp
lleeaaddeerr aanndd rreeccoorrddiinngg aarrttiisstt JJaaiimmee
MMuurrrreellll.. TThhee mmuussiicc mmiinniissttrryy aallssoo
iinncclluuddeedd  PPaarrkk AAvveennuuee’’ss LLaattiinnoo PPrraaiissee
TTeeaamm——LLooss ddeell CCaammiinnoo aanndd tthhee
MMeessssiiaahh MMeenn’’ss MMiinniissttrryy——aann aa ccaappppeellllaa
ggrroouupp ffrroomm LLiibbeerriiaa.. FFoollddiinngg cchhaaiirrss wweerree
aavvaaiillaabbllee bbuutt sseellddoomm nneeeeddeedd aass tthhee
mmuussiicc kkeepptt tthhee ccrroowwddss oonn tthheeiirr ffeeeett..
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F
riends & Amigos, Park Avenue’s family bilingual program,
was recently awarded a $9,569 grant from the Wells Fargo
Community Funding Council for its excellent help for the
working poor while simultaneously providing structured

childcare. The funds will enable the program to expand its educa-
tional offerings to
help Spanish-speak-
ing working poor
obtain better jobs. 

Barriers to higher
paying jobs with ben-
efits such as health
insurance include
lack of education, lack
of English skills, lack
of job training, and
childcare issues.
Many employers
require a high school
diploma or GED for
employment. For
many of our Spanish-
speaking neighbors,
especially mothers, it
has been nearly
impossible to obtain a
GED. The Spanish GED
(which is somewhat
different in language
and content from the
English GED) can be
taken through the Minneapolis Public Schools. However, there are
no Spanish exam preparation centers that offer childcare for study-
ing parents. Friends & Amigos is unique in the community, because
not only does it offer Spanish GED exam preparation, it also offers
outstanding, simultaneous preschool programming for the children
of participants. 

A portion of the grant will be used to purchase resources to help
Spanish-speaking individuals prepare for the Spanish GED exam. It
will also be used to purchase vocational ESL software in the areas of
food service, clerical, and health care. These computer programs
teach vocabulary and literacy skills in the various areas of employ-
ment. For example, to be more employable in the food service indus-
try, participants should become familiar with vocabulary and topics
such as food laws, uniforms, dishwashers, safety procedures, and job
applications.

Part of the grant will also be used to update the Computer Center,
including the purchase of a new printer, printer stand, and chairs.
New child-size chairs for the preschool rooms will also be purchased.

Until now, the English language
program instruction offered by

Friends & Amigos was quite
basic. Once individuals

reached a certain level of
proficiency, they would
leave the program because
the program did not offer
more advanced instruction.

With the offering of two
additional programs, we
expect participants to
continue coming for two
to three years. Most of the
men and women who

attend our program have only about an eighth-grade education. As a
result, it will take most individuals six months to two years of study
to pass the GED exam. In addition, we expect to draw not only indi-
viduals with extremely limited English, but also those with more
advanced English skills.

Friends & Amigos needs volunteer tutors (training provided!), 
ESL teachers, and program volunteers. Please contact Kayci Rush, 
program coordinator at 612.823.3529.

FRIENDS & AMIGOS FUNDRAISING OPPORTUNITY!
Join as a volunteer usher for Minnesota Vikings and University of
Minnesota Gopher football games!  Volunteers attend the games for
free, while working in the stands assisting patrons. Volunteers receive
free training, a uniform, and a meal while working. Friends & Amigos
receives a program donation for every volunteer who works. For more
information, call Kayci Rush, program coordinator at 612.823.3529.
See you at the game!

F
riends & Amigos, es el Programa Bilingüe de la Iglesia de
Park. Recientemente fué premiado con una donación de
$9,569 dolares americanos; del Consejo de Fondos
Comunitarios del Banco Wells Fargo; por su excelente ayuda

al proveer guardería infantil estructurada, hacia la clase trabajadora
con pocos recursos.
Los fondos permitirán
que el programa
extienda las opciones
educativas para la
gente trabajadora que
habla Español, para
que puedan conseguir
mejores empleos.
Las barreras para con-
seguir un  empleo,
mejor remunerado
con beneficios tales
como: seguro médico,
vacaciones, seguro
dental, etc son la falta
de haber terminado la
primaria ó la prepara-
toria, no haber alcan-
zado el idioma Inglés,
falta de entendimien-
to con asuntos rela-
cionados con el
empleo y guardería
para sus hijos.
Muchas empresas exi-

gen un título de preparatoria su equivalente (GED=Diploma de
Educación General) como requisito de empleo. Para muchos de nue-
stros vecinos hispanos, en especial a las madres de familia, ha sido
imposible conseguir un título GED. Este documento es un poco difer-
ente en lenguaje y en su contenido del GED en Inglés se puede con-
seguir en las Escuelas Públicas de Minneapolis. Sin embargo, no hay
centros de preparación para el exámen en español que ofrezcan
guardería para los padres de familia que estan estudiando.

Friends & Amigos es único en la comunidad, porque no sola-
mente se ofrece la preparación para el exámen GED, pero también se
ofrece un progama sobresaliente y simultáneo para los niños de los
participantes.

Una parte de la donación se usará para la compra del material
que se necesita para ayudar estudiantes latinos a prepararsen para
el exámen de GED. Además, otra parte va a ser utilizada en la compra
del Software de sistemas cibernéticos en la industria de servicios de
alimentación, trabajo de oficina y áreas de Salud. Estos programas de
computadora enseñan vocabulario y aptitudes de alfabetización en
varias areas de empleo. Por ejemplo: para tener una mejor
entendimiento en la industria de servicios de alimentación, los estu-
diantes deberán poder menejar el vocabulario y temas de las leyes
de comida, los uniformes, procedimientos de seguridad y solicitudes
de empleo.

Otra porción de la donación también será usada para actualizar el
Centro de Computación, incluyendo la compra de una nueva impre-
sora, mesa para la impresora y sillas. Nuevas sillas infantiles para los
salones preescolares también serán compradas.

Hasta la fecha, la enseñanza del idioma ingles ofrecida por
Friends & Amigos ha sido muy básica. Un vez ya alcanzado un cierto
nivel de conocimiento, los estudiantes  salen del programa porque
no habían estudios más avanzados. Con el ofrecimiento de los pro-
gramas adicionales, esperamos que los alumnus podrán continuar
por 2 ó 3 años más. La mayoria de los hombres y mujeres que estudi-
an en Friends & Amigos, no más han cumplido 8 años de escuela for-
mal. Como resultado, va a tomar a la mayoría de participantes unos
seis meses hasta 2 años para cumplir el estudio y pasar el exámen
del GED. En adición, esperamos a atraer alumnos de mayor
conocimiento de inglés tanto como aquellos con inglés limitado. 

Friends & Amigos necesita tutores voluntarios (hay entrenamiento),
maestros de ESL (inglés como segundo idioma) y voluntarios del pro-
grama. Favor de hacer contacto con Kayci Rush, Coordinador del
Programa al teléfono 612.823.3529.

¡Oportunidades de Recaudar Fondos de Friends & Amigos!
¡Venga con nosotros como un ujier para los Vikingos de Minnesota y
con los juegos de fútbol americano de los Topos (Gophers) de la
Universidad de Minnesota! Los voluntarios entran gratis a los juegos
mientras trabajan en el estadio con los aficionados. Para los voluntar-
ios será gratis el entrenamiento, un uniforme y una comida mientras
se está ayudando. A la vez, el Programa Friends & Amigos recibe un
donativo por cada voluntario quien trabaja. Para más información,
llame a Kayci Rush, Coordinadora del Programa al 612.823.3529.
¡Nos vemos en el juego!  

TRONIX TEAM 
PARTNERSHIPS
by Steve Birth

Kids were building Lunchbox
Boomboxes last time I

wrote about Tronix Team.Now
135 students have completed
their own lunchbox music systems.
We have changed our format to
reach more kids by partnering
with other youth programs
around the city. We currently
have 10 partners, including
Banyan Foundation, DinoMights,
Urban Ventures, Park Avenue
Summer Program,Nellie Stone
Johnson School (North
Minneapolis) and others.

Tronix Team no longer meets
every week here at Park Avenue
Church.We go where and when
a group is scheduled.We continue
to need volunteers. If you can
work an electric drill, then you
are qualified to help.The main
thing is to help students read
the directions. Send email to
mail@TronixTeam.org or call
612.825.6864 x-569.

GRANT EXPANDS
BILINGUAL PROGRAM

CON UNA DONACIÓN
SE EXTIENDE EL
PROGRAMA BILINGÜE 4,500,000
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Total Building Cost
$4.87 million

Remaining Mortgage
$1.09 million


